Board Meeting Minutes

Board Meeting Minutes

January 20, 2011

The Pickens County Board of Education met on Thursday, January 20, 2011, at 

5:00 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for the regularly scheduled monthly board meeting. The following board members were present and will receive per diem compensation: John T. Trammell, Ervin Easterwood, Wendy D. Lowe, Byron Long, and Dan Fincher. Board Attorney Phil Landrum III was present.

Superintendent Ben Arp called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

Easterwood led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Arp requested approval of the board agenda as presented. A motion was made by Lowe, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to approve the agenda as presented.

Arp opened the floor for nominations for school board chair. A nomination and motion was made by Fincher to nominate Lowe as school board chair, seconded by Long, which passed on a 3-0 vote with Easterwood and Trammell abstaining from the vote. 

Arp turned the meeting over to Chair Lowe.

Chair Lowe requested nominations for school board vice-chair. A nomination and motion was made by Fincher to nominate Long as school board vice-chair, seconded by Lowe, which passed on a 3-0 vote with Easterwood and Trammell abstaining from the vote.

Chair Lowe recognized Arp for recognitions.

Arp read a letter aloud from the (GA DOE) Georgia Department of Education where the Pickens County School System was recognized for meeting one or more of the eorgia performance goals for students with disabilities. Arp presented Special Educational Director George Smalley with a certificate from the GA DOE.

Attendance Officer Shelley Cantrell presented enrollment as 4,364 students, total drop-outs as 10, and those students that missed 15 or more days as 62. Cantrell reported Pickens High School as the December attendance banner winner with a 95.96% attendance.

Supervisor of Operations presented a maintenance update to the board.

Chief Financial Officer Amy Burgess presented the financial report. Burgess reported the FY11 General Fund revenue at 62.72% and expenditures at 37.01%. Burgess reported the SPLOST III December revenue as $308,338.64, interest as $3,320.15, and balance as $2,246,028.99. Burgess reported on the budget cuts from the state. Burgess announced that the Georgia Department of Audits would be in our office to begin the FY10 audit the following Monday.

A motion was made by Fincher, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to approve the minutes December 9, 2010 as presented.

A motion was made by Fincher, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to approve the 2011 board meeting schedule dates.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Easterwood, which failed to pass on a 2-3 vote with Lowe, Long, and Fincher opposed to approve the board meeting time to be at 5:00 p.m. or 5:30 p.m. There was a brief discussion prior to this vote with Trammell and Easterwood for an earlier time to hold board meetings and Lowe, Long, and Fincher requesting a later time.

A motion was made by Fincher, seconded Long, which passed on a 3-2 vote with Trammell and Easterwood opposed to approve the board meeting time to be at 7:00 p.m.

Due to recent school days missed because of inclement weather Arp presented a revised 2010-2011 school calendar scheduling February 21st and March 11th as school days for students. A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to approve the revised 2010-2011 school calendar.

A motion was made by Long, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to approve Policy BH Board Code of Ethics. (See attachments.)

A motion was made by Fincher, seconded by Trammell, which passed unanimously to approve Policy BHA Board Conflict of Interest. (See attachments.)

A motion was made by Easterwood, seconded by Trammell, which passed unanimously to approve the personnel recommendations as presented. (See attachments.)

Board Comments:

Trammell said “just so that there are no negative thoughts, we voted on the Board Code of Ethics here tonight and in the beginning of that policy states that all matters will come before the board as a whole, and some things were already decided before we got here, and that is why I didn’t feel it appropriate to vote for them or against them since I was not included in the deliberations. Please make aware that private meetings without all of us being involved, I will not support it and I will not vote for it.”

Chair Lowe responded that the new board members had not held any meetings after they took their oath of office.

A discussion ensued between Trammel and Chair Lowe which was then joined by the remaining board members.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to adjourn at 5:45 p.m.

___________________        __ _____________________ 

Wendy D. Lowe, Chair           Ben Arp, Secretary

Board Meeting Minutes

January 31, 2011

The Pickens County Board of Education met on Monday, January 31, 2011, at 

5:30 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for a called board meeting. The following board members were present and will receive per diem compensation: John T. Trammell, Ervin Easterwood, Wendy D. Lowe, Byron Long, and Dan Fincher. Board Attorney Phil Landrum III was present.

Chair Lowe called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to amend the agenda to include an executive session to discuss personnel and to approve the agenda as amended.

Mr. Henry Cooper of King-Cooper and Associates was in attendance at this meeting and superintendent search criteria was discussed.

A motion was made by Lowe, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to go into executive session at 6:45 p.m. to discuss or deliberate upon the appointment, employment, compensation, hiring, disciplinary action or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a public officer or employee; (OCGA 50-14-2).

A motion was made by Lowe, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to return to opens session at 6:59 p.m.

Chair Lowe reported that no action was taken while in executive session.

A motion was made by Fincher, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to adjourn at 7:02 p.m.

__________________________                      ___ ___________________________ 

Wendy D. Lowe, Chair                                       Ben Arp, Secretary

Board Meeting Minutes

February 9, 2011

The Pickens County Board of Education met on Wednesday, February 9, 2011, at 

7:00 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for a called board meeting. The following board members were present and will receive per diem compensation: John T. Trammell, Ervin Easterwood, Wendy D. Lowe, Byron Long, and Dan Fincher. Board Attorney Phil Landrum III was present.

Chair Lowe called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m.

A motion was made by Long, seconded by Trammell, which passed unanimously to approve the agenda presented.

The Board held a discussion referencing the superintendent search criteria/procedures. 

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to retain Mr. Henry Cooper of King-Cooper and Associates to assist the Board in all aspects of recruiting a replacement superintendent. The Board agreed to go with plan two at a cost of $6,000.00 plus travel expenses. 

A motion was made by Easterwood, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to adjourn at 8:53 p.m.

______________________________        __________________________

Wendy D. Lowe, Chair                                   Ben Arp, Secretary


Board Meeting Minutes

February 10, 2011

The Pickens County Board of Education met on Thursday, February 10, 2011, at 

7:00 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for the regularly scheduled monthly board meeting. The following board members were present and will receive per diem compensation: John T. Trammell, Ervin Easterwood, Wendy D. Lowe, Byron Long, and Dan Fincher. Board Attorney Phil Landrum III was present.

Chair Lowe called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

Fincher led the Pledge of Allegiance followed by an invocation.

A motion was made by Fincher, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to amend the agenda to include an executive session to discuss personnel and to approve the agenda as amended.

Pickens County Middle School Principal Chris LeMieux recognized the PCMS Band Director Kevin Boyle and Boyle recognized the PCMS 2010-2011 All District and All State Band members. Boyle presented plaques to the band members.

LeMieux recognized the two spelling bee winners from PCMS Noah Hoffbauer and Kyle Hagedorn. Hagedorn will move on to compete at the district level at Mabry Middle School in Cobb County. 

Superintendent Ben Arp presented enrollment as 4,353 students, total drop-outs as 13, and students missing 15 or more days as 71. Arp reported Pickens County Middle School as the January attendance banner winner with a 96.43% attendance.

Supervisor of Operations Lloyd Shaddix presented a maintenance update to the board.

Chief Financial Officer Amy Burgess presented the financial report. Burgess reported the FY11 General Fund revenue and expenditures. Burgess reported the SPLOST III January revenue as $347,613.40, interest as $1,125.14, and balance as $1,782,447.03. Burgess announced that the Georgia Department of Audits has been conducting the FY10 audit in our office now for approximately three weeks. Georgia Department of Audit will set up an exit interview with Burgess and Arp in a few weeks to report their findings. Burgess told the Board that an audit report would be mailed to their home addresses from the audit department upon their completion. Burgess presented a draft schedule of finance meeting dates in order to begin the structure of the FY12 budget.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to approve the January 20, 2010 minutes and the January 31, 2010 called minutes as presented.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to approve surplus items presented.

A motion was made by Easterwood, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to approve the personnel recommendations as presented. (See attachments.)

A motion was made by Fincher, seconded by Trammell, which passed unanimously to go into executive session at 7:31 p.m. to discuss or deliberate upon the appointment, employment, compensation, hiring, disciplinary action or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a public officer or employee; (OCGA 50-14-3 (6)).

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to return to open session at 8:26 p.m.

Chair Lowe reported that no action was taken in executive session.

Board Comments:

Chair Lowe announced that the job qualifications for a new superintendent have been approved and that King and Cooper have been hired to assist the Board in the search for a new superintendent. The board was now open for applications and that everything would go through King and Cooper first. Chair Lowe announced that the plan is to hire a superintendent before the end of April.

Trammell said that King and Cooper would gather all the applications and submit them to the Board.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to adjourn at 8:28 p.m.

__________________________        __________________________ 

Wendy D. Lowe, Chair                          Ben Arp, Secretary

Board Meeting Minutes

March 1, 2011

The Pickens County Board of Education met on Tuesday, March 1, 2011, at 

7:00 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for a called board meeting. The following board members were present and will receive per diem compensation: John T. Trammell, Ervin Easterwood, Wendy D. Lowe, Byron Long, and Dan Fincher. Board Attorney Phil Landrum III was present.

Chair Lowe called the meeting to order at 7:13 p.m.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to approve the agenda presented.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to go into executive session at 7:15 p.m. to discuss or deliberate upon the appointment, employment, compensation, hiring, disciplinary action or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a public officer or employee; (OCGA 50-14-3 (6)).

A motion was made by Lowe, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to return to open session at 7:45 p.m. 

Chair Lowe reported no action was taken in executive session.

The board held a discussion referencing the school superintendent search progress with Mr. Frank King of King and Cooper Associates.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to adjourn at 8:47 p.m.

__________________________        __________________________ 

Wendy D. Lowe, Chair                          Ben Arp, Secretary

Board Meeting Minutes

March 10, 2011

The Pickens County Board of Education met on Thursday, March 10, 2011, at 

7:00 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for the regularly scheduled monthly board meeting. The following board members were present and will receive per diem compensation: John T. Trammell, Ervin Easterwood, Wendy D. Lowe, Byron Long, and Dan Fincher. 

Chair Lowe called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

Easterwood led the invocation followed the Pledge of Allegiance.

A motion was made by Fincher, seconded by Trammell, which passed unanimously to approve the agenda as presented.

Tate Elementary School Principal Deb Longshore recognized the TES Reading Bowl Team who finished first place among thirteen elementary teams in the regional Helen Ruffin Reading Bowl. TES Reading Bowl Coaches were Tracy Holt and Nancy Teague.

Pickens High School Principal Chris Williams recognized Band Director Steven Watson. They recognized and presented certificates of achievement to the 2011 9th District Honor Band Members and to the All State Band Members.

Williams recognized PHS Media Specialist Sharon Rasco. They recognized and presented certificates of achievement to the PHS Reading Bowl Team who received second place out of six high schools. Advisors were Sharon Rasco and Corey Pittman.

Williams recognized Academic Team Advisors Debra Schlenke and Seana Thompson. They recognized and presented certificates of achievement to the PHS Academic Team who received fourth place at state competition. 

Williams recognized Michael Land for placing first in Math at the State Beta Convention and also recognized Jessica Bell for placing first in the Beta Quiz Bowl at the State Beta Convention. 

Williams recognized Michael Land as the Star Student and Valedictorian for the Class of 2011 and Jessica Bell as the Salutatorian.

Pickens County Middle School Assistant Principal Nathan Buhl recognized the seventh grade boy’s basketball team coached by Tony Weaver. These boys were recognized for winning first place in the North Georgia Mountain League. Also, they were North Georgia Mountain League tournament champs. 

Attendance Officer Shelley Cantrell presented enrollment as 4,349 students, total drop-outs as 14 with four of those drop-outs returning to the Mountain Education Center, and students missing 15 or more days as 148. Cantrell reported Jasper Middle School as the February attendance banner winner with a 96.03% attendance.

Supervisor of Operations Lloyd Shaddix presented a maintenance update to the board. Shaddix introduced new (SRO) Student Resource Officer Blake McFarland and welcomed him to our school system. Shaddix recognized Board Member Ervin Easterwood, Harmony Elementary School Sherry Mullins, Maintenance Director Randall Fouts, and CDH Architect Melissa Cantrell for helping to make Harmony Elementary School conserve energy. The US Environmental Protection Agency awarded HES with an Energy Star Award Plaque. Shaddix had a display of an old 400 watt halogen bulb verses a more efficient 216 watt halogen bulb. He demonstrated the shorter time for it to come on and much better lighting while saving on energy and price. Shaddix reported on fuel prices. Fuel prices have increased significantly in the last two weeks and that the same load of diesel and gas this week compared to our last load two weeks ago increased in price $2600.00 plus.

Chief Financial Officer Amy Burgess presented the financial report. Burgess reported the FY11 General Fund revenue as 75.79% and expenditures as 52.25%. Burgess reported the SPLOST III February revenue as $279,809.96, interest as $1,391.03, and balance as $2,063,648.02. 

A motion was made by Long, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to approve the regular meeting minutes for February 10th and to approve the called meeting minutes for February 9th and March 1st as presented.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to approve surplus items presented.

A motion was made by Easterwood, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to approve the revisions of the 2010-2011 school calendar which included an additional three inservice days. 

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to approve the 2011-2012 school calendar as submitted.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to approve the personnel recommendations as presented. (See attachments.)

Board Comments:

Easterwood requested a legislative report from our Legislative Liaison Dan Fincher. 

Fincher reported that he had nothing to report at this time.

Easterwood noted that there were a lot of Tea Party members in attendance and he appreciated them for being there. He reported how fuel prices have increased since this time last year. He requested that everyone write letters, phone, email, and /or contact in some way your representatives, senators, and congress referencing fuel prices. They are killing our school systems, our businesses, and our homes said Easterwood. Easterwood said he knew that the Tea Party was a strong party right now and strong throughout the state of Georgia. He said it would take people like them that are banned together to keep on the legislature to make changes. Everyone is affected by fuel prices.

Trammell thanked the Progress for a well written article referencing the renewal of the SPLOST.

Chair Lowe reported that King and Cooper Associates would not accept anymore applications for superintendent after March 18th.

Vice-Chair Long reported he was unsure how many applicants there are at this time.

Chair Lowe responded that at the last count there were 19 applicants.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to adjourn at 8:17 p.m.

__________________________        __________________________ 

Wendy D. Lowe, Chair                          Ben Arp, Secretary

Board Meeting Minutes

March 29, 2011

The Pickens County Board of Education met on Tuesday, March 29, 2011, at 

5:00 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for a called board meeting. The following board members were present and will receive per diem compensation: John T. Trammell, Ervin Easterwood, Wendy D. Lowe, Byron Long, and Dan Fincher. Board Attorney Phil Landrum III was present.

Chair Lowe called the meeting to order at 5:10 p.m.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to approve the agenda presented.

A motion was made by Lowe, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to go into executive session at 5:12 p.m. to discuss or deliberate upon the appointment, employment, compensation, hiring, disciplinary action or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a public officer or employee; (OCGA 50-14-3 (6)).

Fincher entered meeting at 6:20 p.m.

A motion was made by Easterwood, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to return to open session at 9:48 p.m. 

Chair Lowe reported no action was taken in executive session.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to adjourn at 9:50 p.m.

____________________________             ______________________________

Wendy D. Lowe, Chair                                    Ben Arp, Secretary

Board Meeting Minutes

April 8, 2011

The Pickens County Board of Education met on Friday, April 8, 2011, at 

4:00 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for a called board meeting. The following board members were present and will receive per diem compensation: John T. Trammell, Ervin Easterwood, Wendy D. Lowe, Byron Long, and Dan Fincher. Board Attorney Phil Landrum III was present.

Chair Lowe called the meeting to order at 4:01 p.m.

A motion was made by Easterwood, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to approve the agenda presented.

A motion was made by Fincher, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to go into executive session at 4:02 p.m. to discuss or deliberate upon the appointment, employment, compensation, hiring, disciplinary action or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a public officer or employee; (OCGA 50-14-3 (6)).

A motion was made by Easterwood, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to return to open session at 8:10 p.m. 

Chair Lowe reported no action was taken in executive session.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to adjourn at 8:11 p.m.

_________________________        _______________________ 

Wendy D. Lowe, Chair                              Ben Arp, Secretary

Board Meeting Minutes

April 9, 2011

The Pickens County Board of Education met on Saturday, April 9, 2011, at 

9:00 a.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for a called board meeting. The following board members were present and will receive per diem compensation: John T. Trammell, Ervin Easterwood, Wendy D. Lowe, Byron Long, and Dan Fincher. Board Attorney Phil Landrum III was present.

Chair Lowe called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.

A motion was made by Easterwood, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to approve the agenda presented.

A motion was made by Lowe, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to go into executive session at 9:06 a.m. to discuss or deliberate upon the appointment, employment, compensation, hiring, disciplinary action or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a public officer or employee; (OCGA 50-14-3 (6)).

A motion was made by Lowe, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to return to open session at 3:25 p.m. 

Chair Lowe reported no action was taken in executive session.

A motion was made by Lowe, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to adjourn at 3:30 p.m.

_______________________         __________________________ 

Wendy D. Lowe, Chair                      Ben Arp, Secretary

Board Meeting Minutes

April 14, 2011

The Pickens County Board of Education met on Thursday, April 14, 2011, at 

7:00 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for the regularly scheduled monthly board meeting. The following board members were present and will receive per diem compensation: John T. Trammell, Ervin Easterwood, Wendy D. Lowe, Byron Long, and Dan Fincher. Board Attorney Phillip Landrum III was present.

Chair Lowe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Easterwood led the invocation followed the Pledge of Allegiance.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to remove item four under action items and approve the agenda as amended.

Pickens High School Principal Chris Williams recognized the PHS Girls basketball team for their overall record of 16-12 and they tied for second in Region 7 AAA sub region (A) and progressed to the state tournament for the first time in ten years. This team was coached by head Coach Kevin Jacobs and Assistant Coach Allison Loggins.

Williams recognized PHS Boys basketball team for their record of 19-10. They won the ETC tournament for the third straight year. The team finished 3rd in Region 7 AAA sub region (A). The team allowed only 47.4 points per game for the season. (Fewest ever) This is the fifth time in school history that the boys have earned a trip to state and the first time in 10 years.

Williams recognized PHS CTAE Director Shannon Gable. Gable recognized Brittany Carroll who placed 1st at the Region I Skills USA Competition in the job interview competition which qualified her to go to state. She placed 3rd in State competition. Her advisor is Susan Taylor. Carroll was unable to attend.

Gable recognized Meagan Smith who placed 1st in the state in the Healthcare Administration competition. Tyler Weaver finished 4th in the state in the Personal Finance competition. Both students will advance to the National Leadership Conference in Orlando, FL June 27-July 1. FBLA advisors are Carissa Parker and Chris Wallace.

Gable recognized Heather Klein and Kelah Hendon were recognized for achieving the silver level achievement award and qualified for the gold level at the national conference. Harrison Kreafle, Fernando Neto and Jacob Godfrey placed 1st in the state in technology Bowl; Brandon McClain and Harrison Kreafle place 2nd in the State in Video Game Design; Griff Montgomery and Heather Klein placed 3rd in the State in Digital Video Editing. Each of these students qualified for the national conference in Dallas, TX. The advisor is Angela Quarles.

Williams recognized Heather Klein for participating in the state-level interviews for the Governor’s Honors Program and was selected as one of 16 students from across Georgia who will participate in GHP in the area of Engineering and Technolo0gy. Heather will be attending the four week program at Valdosta State University this summer. PHS has been represented five of the last six years at the GHP.

Jasper Middle School Principal Neil Howell recognized JMS FFA. They were named Area Winner for Chapter Achievement in North Georgia. This award is based on the student activities in the chapter to help student, chapter and community development. The FFA advisor is Todd Dobson. 

The JMS FFA Officer Team was invited to participate in the activities at the capitol for the kickoff celebration for Agriculture in Georgia Week. They visited with senators, representatives, and the Commissioner of Agriculture, Gary Black. The officer team also were privileged to get to hear Georgia Governor Nathan Deal speak about his child hood days in the FFA and how he is where he is today because of it.

JMS 8th grader Emily Hostetler was recognized for the Junior National Livestock Show Student Spotlight. Only three FFA members and three 4-H members from across the state are chosen each year. Emily is the first middle school student to ever receive this honor through Georgia FFA.

Pickens County Reading Council President Sandy Greene recognized the Readers of the Year. These readers were presented certificates and gift certificates to Books a Million. The Readers of the Year are as follows: Harmony Elementary 2nd grader Cole Sievert, Jasper Elementary 4th grader John Hendricks, Jasper Middle 8th grader Natalie McFarland, and Pickens High 11th grader Cory Johnson. John Hendricks was also the Georgia Reading Association Reader of the Year for 2010. 

Attendance Officer Shelley Cantrell presented enrollment as 4,332 students, total drop-outs as 11, and students missing 15 or more days as 216. Cantrell reported Tate Elementary School as the March attendance banner winner with a 96.26% attendance.

Supervisor of Operations Lloyd Shaddix presented a maintenance update to the board. Shaddix presented a graph that shows the energy savings at Harmony Elementary School. 

Chief Financial Officer Amy Burgess presented the financial report. Burgess reported the FY11 General Fund revenue as 80.57% and expenditures as 59.81%. Burgess reported the SPLOST III March revenue as $328,038.88, interest as $853.22, and balance as $887,540.12. 

A motion was made by Fincher, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to approve the regular meeting minutes for March 10, 2011 as presented.

A motion was made by Long, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to approve the called board meeting minutes for March 29th, April 8th and 9th as presented.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to approve surplus items presented.

A motion was made by trammel, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to appoint Easterwood as Delegate and Long as Alternate for the GSBA Conference in June.

Superintendent Ben Arp recognized the new Food Service Director Emily Hanlin and introduced her to everyone. 

Superintendent Ben Arp presented his recommendations for personnel. A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Easterwood to approve the personnel recommendations as presented. A motion was made by Fincher, seconded by Long, to amend the main motion of Trammell and remove Chris Williams from the personnel recommendations as presented. This amendment passed on a 3-2 vote with Easterwood and Trammell opposed. A vote was then called on Trammell’s main motion, as amended by Fincher’s motion, to approve the personnel recommendations as presented with Williams’ name removed. This amended motion passed on a 3-2 vote with Easterwood and Trammell opposed. A motion was then made by Lowe, seconded by Fincher to not approve the superintendent’s recommendation for personnel with regards to Williams’ contract of employment for the 2011-2012 school year. This motion passed on a 3-2 vote with Easterwood and Trammell opposed.

A motion was made by Fincher, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to adjourn at 7:55 p.m.

_______________________         __________________________ 

Wendy D. Lowe, Chair                      Ben Arp, Secretary

Board Meeting Minutes

April 16, 2011

The Pickens County Board of Education met on Saturday, April 16, 2011, at 

9:00 a.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for a called board meeting. The following board members were present and will receive per diem compensation: John T. Trammell, Ervin Easterwood, Wendy D. Lowe, Byron Long, and Dan Fincher. Board Attorney Phil Landrum III was present.

Chair Lowe called the meeting to order at 8:54 a.m.

A motion was made by Fincher, seconded by Trammell, which passed unanimously to approve the agenda presented.

A motion was made by Lowe, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to go into executive session at 8:55 a.m. to discuss or deliberate upon the appointment, employment, compensation, hiring, disciplinary action or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a public officer or employee; (OCGA 50-14-3 (6)).

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Lowe, which passed unanimously to return to open session at 1:19 p.m.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Lowe, which passed unanimously to go into executive session at 1:20 p.m. to discuss or deliberate upon the appointment, employment, compensation, hiring, disciplinary action or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a public officer or employee; (OCGA 50-14-3 (6)).

A motion was made by Lowe, seconded by Trammell, which passed unanimously to return to open session at 1:52 p.m.

Chair Lowe reported no action was taken in executive session.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Lowe, which passed unanimously to adjourn at 2:02 p.m.

_________________                _________________

Wendy D. Lowe, Chair               Ben Arp, Secretary
Board Meeting Minutes

April 21, 2011

The Pickens County Board of Education met on Thursday, April 21, 2011, at 

7:00 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for a called board meeting. The following board members were present and will receive per diem compensation: John T. Trammell, Ervin Easterwood, Wendy D. Lowe, Byron Long, and Dan Fincher. Board Attorney Phil Landrum III was present.

This meeting was followed by a finance workshop.

Chair Lowe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

A motion was made by Fincher, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to approve the agenda presented.

A motion was made by Lowe, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to go into executive session at 7:01 p.m. to discuss or deliberate upon the appointment, employment, compensation, hiring, disciplinary action or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a public officer or employee; (OCGA 50-14-3 (6)).

A motion was made by Lowe, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to return to open session at 8:15 p.m.

A motion was made by Lowe, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to go into executive session at 8:16 p.m. to discuss or deliberate upon the appointment, employment, compensation, hiring, disciplinary action or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a public officer or employee; (OCGA 50-14-3 (6)).

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Lowe, which passed unanimously to return to open session at 8:29 p.m.

Chair Lowe reported no action was taken in either executive session.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to approve personnel as presented with the addition of George Smalley at 49% and with the exception of Elisa Long.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Fincher, which passed on a 4-0 vote to approve Elisa Long. Long abstained from this vote for Elisa Long is his spouse.

A motion was made by Easterwood, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to name Dr. Ben Desper as the finalist for Superintendent for the Pickens County School system.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to adjourn at 8:37 p.m.

_______________________                   ____________________

Wendy D. Lowe, Chair                               Ben Arp, Secretary

Board Meeting Minutes

May 5, 2011

The Pickens County Board of Education met on Thursday, May 5, 2011, at 

7:30 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for a called board meeting. The following board members were present and will receive per diem compensation: John T. Trammell, Ervin Easterwood, Wendy D. Lowe, Byron Long, and Dan Fincher. Board Attorney Phil Landrum III was present.

Chair Lowe called the meeting to order at 7:44 p.m.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to approve the agenda presented.

A motion was made by Long, seconded by Trammell, which passed unanimously to approve the superintendent’s personnel recommendation to relieve Pickens County Middle School Principal Dr. Nathan Buhl of his contract effective May 6th. (See attachments.)

A motion was made by Easterwood, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to approve the superintendent’s personnel recommendation to approve Ms. Sandy Greene as Assistant Principal for Pickens County Middle School effective May 9th through May 27th. Ms. Greene will receive as assistant principal supplement for the three weeks she serves as AP. (See attachments.)

A motion was made by Fincher, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to approve Dr. Ben Desper as the Superintendent of Pickens County Schools effective July 1st. (See attachments.)

Easterwood introduced Dr. Desper and ask him to stand so that everyone would know who he was. Desper then introduced his wife Laura. Desper thanked the board for the opportunity and said he was looking forward to working in the Pickens County School system.

Chair Lowe commented that it was a long journey to finding a superintendent and was very pleased to be able to bring Dr. Desper to Pickens County. Chair Lowe reported that the board worked very well together in choosing a new superintendent. 

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to adjourn at 7:51 p.m.

_________________                __________________

Wendy D. Lowe, Chair              Ben Arp, Secretary

Board Meeting Minutes

May 12, 2011
The Pickens County Board of Education met on Thursday, May 12, 2011, at 

7:00 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for the regularly scheduled monthly board meeting. The following board members were present and will receive per diem compensation: John T. Trammell, Ervin Easterwood, Wendy D. Lowe, Byron Long, and Dan Fincher. Board Attorney Phillip Landrum III was present.

The regular meeting followed a reception held for all the 2011 Pickens County Schools Retirees.

Chair Lowe called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

Fincher led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

A motion was made by Long, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to amend the agenda to include an executive session to discuss personnel and approve the agenda as amended.

Superintendent Ben Arp and Chair Lowe recognized the 2010-2011 retirees and presented them with a plaque. Retirees included Saralynn DeMarcus, Norma Pittman, Kathy Pickering, Sharon Rasco, John White, Steve Sewell, Debbie Grimes, Lillian Noland, Betty Childers, Betty Silvers, Paula Adams, Joy Fowler, Nora Bunch, Wanda Ray, Melinda Edwards.

Pickens County Middle School Principal Chris LeMieux recognized Peyton Heath for her outstanding science accomplishments this year. Peyton won the district level science fair, and she finished 3rd in the state science fair. This is the second consecutive year that Peyton has won the science fair at the district level and placed at the state level.

CTAE Director Shannon Gable recognized Kayla Bobo, Katelyn Jones, and Kayla Collis for qualifying for National Leadership Conference. FCCLA Advisor is Bonnie Risinger. Katie McDonald was also recognized as a FCCLA officer for next year.

Gable recognized Ali Rattazzi for placing 7th overall at State Golf Tournament. She had qualified for state by tying for low medalist at Region 7AAA Tournament.

Attendance Officer Shelley Cantrell presented enrollment as 4,345 students, total drop-outs as 14, and students missing 15 or more days as 291. Cantrell reported Jasper Middle School as the April attendance banner winner with a 97.41% attendance.

Supervisor of Operations Lloyd Shaddix presented a maintenance update to the board. 

Chief Financial Officer Amy Burgess presented the financial report. Burgess reported the FY11 General Fund revenue as 85.93% and expenditures as 73.01%. Burgess reported the SPLOST III April revenue as $299,697.70, interest as $709.81, and balance as $1,187,947.63.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to approve the regular meeting minutes for April 14, 2011 and called board meeting minutes for April 15th, 16th, 21st, and May 5th as presented.

A motion was made by Easterwood, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to approve the out of state field trips for Beta, TSA, FCCLA, FBLA, and girl’s varsity and junior varsity basketball teams.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to approve surplus items presented.

A motion was made by Long, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to tentatively approve the revisions to Policy DIB Financial Reports, Capital Assets Thresholds.

A motion was made by Lowe, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to go into executive session at 7:53 p.m. to discuss or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a public officer or employee; (OCGA 50-14-3 (6))

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Lowe, which passed unanimously to return to open session at 8:53 p.m.

Chair Lowe reported no action was taken in executive session.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to approve personnel recommendations as amended. (See attachments.)

A motion was made by Easterwood, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to adjourn at 8:58 p.m.

_________________                __________________

Wendy D. Lowe, Chair              Ben Arp, Secretary

Board Meeting Minutes

May 19, 2011

The Pickens County Board of Education met on Thursday, May 19, 2011, at 

7:00 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for a called board meeting. The following board members were present and will receive per diem compensation: John T. Trammell, Ervin Easterwood, Wendy D. Lowe, Byron Long, and Dan Fincher. 

Chair Lowe called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

This meeting was followed by a Finance Workshop.

A motion was made by Easterwood, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to approve the agenda presented.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to approve the superintendent’s personnel recommendation as presented. (See attachments.)

A motion was made by Long, seconded by Trammell, which passed unanimously to adjourn at 7:04 p.m.

_________________                _______________

Wendy D. Lowe, Chair              Ben Arp, Secretary

Board Meeting Minutes

June 2, 2011
The Pickens County Board of Education met on Thursday, June 2, 2011, at 

7:00 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for a called board meeting. The following board members were present and will receive per diem compensation: John T. Trammell, Ervin Easterwood, Wendy D. Lowe, Byron Long, and Dan Fincher. Board Attorney Phil Landrum III was present. 

Chair Lowe called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

A motion was made by Fincher, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to approve the agenda presented.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to approve the superintendent’s personnel recommendation as presented. (See attachments.)

Board Comments:

Chair Lowe said the board was looking into changes of bus times.

Trammell reported that our graduation test scores were 37th in the state.

Easterwood said he appreciated everyone. He said the Progress had a good newspaper article on improving drop-out rate.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to adjourn at 7:09 p.m.

__________________              __________________

Wendy D. Lowe, Chair              Ben Arp, Secretary

Board Meeting Minutes

June 9, 2011

The Pickens County Board of Education met on Thursday, June 9, 2011, at 

7:00 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for the regularly scheduled monthly board meeting. The following board members were present and will receive per diem compensation: John T. Trammell, Ervin Easterwood, Wendy D. Lowe, Byron Long, and Dan Fincher. 

Chair Lowe called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

Easterwood led the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

A motion was made by Long, seconded by Trammell, which passed unanimously to amend the agenda to include an executive session to discuss personnel, and to include approval of an out of state field trip for JMS FCA, and approve the agenda as amended.

Incoming Pickens High School Principal Eddie McDonald recognized Track Coaches Ray Langley and Robin Dunn. These coaches recognized their student athletes as follows: Ashley Logan signed a track/Cross Country scholarship to Shorter University; Drew Bellows 2nd region 3200 and qualified for State AAA meet; Justin Weaver 1st place region, 5th place 3200 state AAA meet 3200, and he signed a scholarship to run Track/Cross Country with Georgia Tech; Megan Dixon broke school record in pole vault with a vault of 10’3” and placed 2nd at region and 5th at state AAA meet; Tyler Craig in his first year of pole vaulting broke the school record with a vault of 14’6” 1st place region and 2nd place at state AAA meet.

McDonald recognized Pickens County High School students who participated at the 30th Annual CTI State Leadership Conference. Advisor was Connie Cagle. Participants at the CTI conference were as follows: Casey Parker competed in Graphic Arts; Whitney Clark presented the CTI Community and Civic Project; Justin Stone participated in the area of Silvaculture and placed 1st with his project. Whitney Clark was also elected by CTI students throughout the state to serve as the 2011-2012 CTI State Treasurer.

Superintendent Ben Arp presented enrollment as 4,344 students, total drop-outs as 15, and students missing 15 or more days as 326. Arp reported Hill City Elementary School as the May attendance banner winner with a 96.36% attendance.

Arp reported to the board that routine summer maintenance was being performed at all the schools. The big ongoing project at this time is the culinary arts room at Pickens High School. 

Chief Financial Officer Amy Burgess presented the financial report. Burgess reported the FY11 General Fund revenue as 89.93% and expenditures as 80.14%. Burgess reported the SPLOST III May revenue as $314,687.28, interest as $1,079.17, and balance as $1,503,714.08.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to approve the regular meeting minutes for May 12, 2011 and called board meeting minutes for May 19th and June 2nd as presented.

A motion was made by Easterwood, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to approve surplus items presented.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to approve the revisions to Policy DIB Financial Reports, Capital Assets Thresholds. (See attachments.)

A motion was made by Easterwood, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to waive policy BD Policy Development. A motion was made by Long, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to approve revisions to Policy JCDA Student Code of Conduct. Policy BD was waived by the board so that approval of Policy JCDA does not have to wait thirty days for final approval. (See attachments.)

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to tentatively approve the revisions to Policy JBC (1) Homeless.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Easterwood, which passed unanimously to approve the out of state field trip for Jasper Middle School FCA to attend Maryville College.

A motion was made by Lowe, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to go into executive session at 7:35 p.m. to discuss or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a public officer or employee; (OCGA 50-14-3 (6))

A motion was made by Lowe, seconded by Trammell, which passed unanimously to return to open session at 8:22 p.m.

Chair Lowe reported no action was taken in executive session.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to approve personnel recommendations as amended. (See attachments.)

Board Comments:

Trammel commented on the large number of Mountain Education students that graduated and it gave him a new appreciation for the program.

A motion was made by Lowe, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to adjourn at 8:30 p.m.

______________________                   ___________________

Wendy D. Lowe, Chair                            Ben Arp, Secretary

Board Meeting Minutes

June 21, 2011

The Pickens County Board of Education met on Tuesday, June 21, 2011, at 

7:00 p.m. at the Board Conference Center on D. B. Carroll Street for a called board meeting. The following board members were present and will receive per diem compensation: John T. Trammell, Wendy D. Lowe, Byron Long, and Dan Fincher. Board Attorney Phil Landrum III was present. 

Chair Lowe called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m.

A motion was made by Fincher, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to approve the agenda presented.

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to approve the spending resolution for July 2011. (See attachments.)

A motion was made by Long, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to approve the class size resolution for FY12. (See attachments.)

A motion was made by Lowe, seconded by Trammell, which passed unanimously to go into executive session at 7:51 p.m. to consider a matter involving the disclosure of personally identifiable information from a student’s educational records; (20 USC 1232g.) and to discuss or deliberate upon the appointment, employment, compensation, hiring, disciplinary action or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a public officer or employee; (OCGA 50-14-3 (6)) and to consult and meet with legal counsel pertaining to pending or potential litigation, settlement, claims, administrative proceedings, or other judicial action brought or to be brought by or against the school district or an officer or employee or in which the officer or employee may be directly involved; (OCGA 50-14-2).

A motion was made by Lowe, seconded by Long, which passed unanimously to return to open session at 9:11 p.m.

Chair Lowe reported no action was taken in executive session.

A motion was made by Long, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to approve the superintendent’s personnel recommendations as amended. (See attachments.) 

A motion was made by Trammell, seconded by Fincher, which passed unanimously to adjourn at 9:15 p.m.

_________________                              ______________________
Wendy D. Lowe, Chair                            Ben Arp, Secretary

