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For information on our Title I program 

[image: image7.wmf]or ways you can volunteer at your school, 

please contact your Parent Involvement     



Coordinator, Amberle Godfrey at 706-253-1700 

or amberlegodfrey@pickens.k12.ga.us.

	School
	Enrollment
	Volunteer 

    Hours
	 Minutes 

 Per Child

	JES
	556
	527
	57

	TES
	326
	3816
	702

	HCES
	560
	732
	78

	HES
	702
	2719
	232

	PCMS
	512
	949
	111

	JMS
	538
	651
	73

	PHS
	1246
	1444
	69

	SYSTEM
	4440
	10838
	146
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    Privacy

Rights with 

    FERPA
FERPA (Federal Educational Rights and Privacy Act) is a federal privacy law that gives parents certain protections with regard to their children’s education records and explains what is considered “directory information” and may be published. For more information on the law and your rights, please visit our county school system web site @ www.pickenscountyschools.org.  Under Parent & Community Resources you should click on “Parent Web Resources”.  The link to FERPA should come into view.

         Wonderful 

   Attendance News                

During the past 7 years the Pickens County School System has been in the acceptable range for school attendance according to State guidelines. In order to

be in the acceptable range the number of students absent 

more than 15 days can be no greater than 15%. We are very 
pleased to announce that the Pickens County School 
System is now in the EXEMPLARY range!!!!! Meaning the number of students absent more than 15 days is less than 5%. During the 2010-2011 school year, students absent more than 15 days was 4.3%!!!!!  Thank you to our Board of Education, Leadership Team, 

Schools, Parents, Students, Community Support, Attendance Protocol Committee, Etc. in helping us achieve this goal!!!!! 
For additional information, contact 

Shelley Cantrell, Attendance Officer @ 706-253-1700

             

              Tip
       Corner
√ Set a good example. Do your kids ever see you diligently balancing your budget or reading a book? Kids are more likely to follow their parents' examples than their advice

√ Red Hot Apple Cider – 1 qt apple cider or juice, ¼ c. red hot candies. Slowly melt candies in juice, stirring occasionally to prevent sticking.  Serve.  Variations: Add cinnamon sticks or stir with raisins on a skewer.

Help Plan Our Future
Pickens County School System is developing a strategic plan that will guide the system over the next three to five years. We need input from parents and community members about those things that the community sees as important for us to do and accomplish. To gather this information, a survey is available at the system website, www.pickenscountyschools.org, for parents to send us their opinions. Please take the survey to help us plan for the future of our students. If you would like to take the survey but do not have internet access, please contact your child’s school for a paper form.




Pickens County

Teachers are       

Highly Qualified 

We are very proud to announce that 100% of Pickens County Schools’ teachers and paraprofessionals meet the Federal and State guidelines to be Highly Qualified.  In order to be Hi-Q (Highly Qualified), teachers must hold a degree in their field, be subject certified in their field, and pass a test in all subjects they currently teach.  Paraprofessionals must have completed 2 years college coursework OR pass a Professional Standards Commission approved paraprofessional assessment. Congratulations to all our faculty & staff.  We know the real winners here are our students.

Mark Your

 Calendars


  Jan 16th -      MLK Holiday


  Feb 3rd -       Progress Reports


  Feb 20th -     Presidents Day Holiday


  March 9th -   In-service Day
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 Welcome Back!!!! I hope everyone had a chance to relax, at least a little, over the holidays.  Now days it seems so busy all the time.  I remember those lazy weeknights watching T.V., or those weekends when we had time to just get in the car and go “visitin” with family and neighbors.  Those days seem so long ago.  BUT I think they have been replaced with some wonderful exciting things. I know there have been many fantastic opportunities at all of our schools for parents and students to enjoy.  It seems there is always something for us to benefit from.  Log onto your school’s website, look at your school’s calendar, call the school, or email your child’s teacher to find out what is happening at your school.


	


	One of the most exciting things that happened so far this year is that the Pickens County School System made AYP (Adequate Yearly Progress)!!!!!!!!  The Federal Department of Education sets standards for school systems to meet each year.  It is becoming increasingly difficult for systems to meet these standards.  BUT WE DID IT!!!!!!!  The Pickens County School System was one of only 29 of the 159 county systems in the state of Ga. to make AYP.  When you group together city and county systems, Pickens is in a group of only 21% of the Georgia school systems to achieve this goal.  Our schools have successfully met AYP for the past six years, even as the standards are being raised each year.  This is a huge accomplishment!!!! We all should be proud that our school system is in such an elite group.  This is because of the hard work and dedication of our students, parents, teachers, staff, and administration.  When everyone works together, great things happen.  





	I hope everyone continues to have a wonderful school year and I really hope the weather does not repeat it self from last year at this time!!!!!!!








If you have any questions about AYP, please call your school or visit �HYPERLINK "http://www.doe.k12.ga.us"�www.doe.k12.ga.us� and use the “site index by subject” drop down menu.








AYP!!!!!


WE MADE IT!!!!!





PTO Presidents


Please contact your school and ask your PTO President how you can be involved.


Jasper Elem –        Amy Simpson


	                 Elaine Espinoza


Tate Elem –           Linda & Don Travis


Hill City Elem –    Michelle Rampley


Harmony Elem –  Shona Chester


	                 Andrea Brooks


Pickens County Middle -  Richie Henke                


Jasper Middle – Beatriz Halbert


	             Victoria Weddle


Pickens High -    Amberle Godfrey





Two snowmen are standing in a field. One says to the other: "Funny, I smell carrots too".
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